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Views from the Farm

South of the
Border

by Tom Black

Hello Folks,

F

all is here, the heat of
summer has past, fall is
upon us and south of the border,
people are getting ready to go to
the polls or the mailbox to elect
their government for the next four
years. Now I know many Canadians
don’t pay too much attention to the
American elections because they
figure the results have little effect on
us here in the north of the continent.
Nothing could be further from the
truth. The government of the USA,
when it comes to the wealth and
security of all Canadians is the most
important government in the world.
We completely depend on them for
protection against any aggressors
that would make a move on our
sovereignty. Also, they are our
biggest trading partner.
In 2014, Canada did almost 800
billion in trade with the USA. We
had a surplus of trade of 142 billion.
In the rest of the world, we only had
a surplus of trade with two other
countries. There was a 10 billion
surplus with the U.K. and .5 billion
with the Netherlands. With all the
other countries, we had a huge
deficit of trade. Our biggest trade
deficit was China. Our exports bring
us 23.2 billion dollars from China
while we imported 74.9 billion from
them, creating a 51.7 billion trade
deficit.
So now, let’s see. We give
China 51.7 billion at the same
time as they have been stealing
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the wealth of our companies here,
like Nortel and selling the world
a cheap version of their products
that they spent no time or money to
create. The Chinese governmentowned company, Huawei did

In 2014,
Canada did
almost 800
billion in trade
with the USA.
We had a
surplus of trade
of 142 billion.
In the rest of
the world, we
only had a
surplus of trade
with two other
countries.
that to our high-tech companies
and continue to invade countries
of the world with their new 5-G
technology that they will use to steal
more secrets and control our society
if we allow them in.
As the same time, we have a
Liberal government that has a hateon for anything American and a
Big Brother awe of China. This has
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been part of the liberal government
since Pierre Elliott Trudeau was
Prime Minister with his ‘want-tobe’ communist aspirations. The
infatuation with China continued
with Chretien but for different
reasons. He and his family saw that
if they played their cards right with
China, they could make a fortune
and they did. As the same time,
the liberal-backed environmental
movement conjured up by Maurice
Strong, sold this country a bill of
goods on renewable energy and
then scurried off to China before
people woke up to his con. Even
today, we have Justin Trudeau
sucking up to China and unwilling
to shut out Huawei even with all the
evidence of espionage against them.
Then he sent his Minister of “All
Departments”, Chrystia Freeland
to re-negotiate the North American
Free Trade Agreement. During one
of the first interviews that she did
with the US media, she trashed
their president Donald Trump. Now
anyone who has watched any news
outlet in the last four years, would
know that if you take a whack
at Trump, you are going to get
whacked back. So now if anyone
feels that we got a raw deal in the
trade negotiations, surely you are
not surprised when your negotiator
starts off with that tone. Our trade
deficit may not be so favourable in
future years because of it.
Now getting back to the USA

elections. The COVID-19 tragedy
brought to light how our North
American society has sold out our
manufacturing to the Chinese for the
benefit of big companies to make
more money for their stakeholders.
The scramble for masks, protective
clothing and drugs in general
highlights how dependant we have
allowed our citizens to become on
some foreign governments whim.
The only real pushback that has
been mounted against the Chinese
communist government’s takeover,
has been by Trump. Even though his
bedside manners leave a lot to be
desired, he is the only force standing
up against a major expansion of
the Chinese government’s world
dominance. In the news this year,
there have been unverified reports
that China now has more battleships
than the United States.

On top of dealing with all the
world’s politics, the US has an
aggressive socialist group of people
taking the Democratic party down
a steep slope to Communism.
This is a very worrisome situation
that is threatening to tear down
the Constitution that has been the
greatest experiment ever tried in
history of a government for the
people, by the people.
Now I’m not suggesting that the
United States is a perfect example of
how to run a country, but if you look
at where they started, and what their
constitution tried to ensure, justice
for the people in the future, it seems
to me that they have come a long
way.
In an article in the Ontario
Farmer paper this past week, they
quoted a poll of 1500 farmers that
found 82% supported Trump. Now

there are not many farmers in North
America who have communist
leanings and most recognize that
Trump is the only thing standing in
the way of a full-blown communist
take-over movement taking hold on
this continent. That takeover will
quickly be met with a full-blown
armed defense by the people on
the ‘right-side’ of the spectrum.
This will be a massive response
with unpredictable consequences
resulting in a very dangerous time
on this continent in the next few
years. So folks, pay attention to the
US elections. A lot of what happens
in the near future, hangs in the
balance.
**
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GOLDIE GHAMARI

MEMBER OF PROVINCIAL PARLIAMENT
CARLETON

CONTACT:

30-6179 Perth Street
Richmond, ON, K0A 2Z0
613-838-4425
1-833-779-6821
goldie.ghamarico@pc.ola.org
goldiempp.ca

HERE TO SERVE
COVID-19 CARLETON
RESOURCE PAGE:
GOLDIEMPP.CA/COVID-19
The health and well-being of
the residents of Carleton, Ottawa &
Ontario is my top priority. Please visit
my website for the latest information
& updates from the Government
of Ontario, as well as information
regarding upcoming virtual town hall
meetings & public consultations.
If you are providing services/
resources to the community and would
like your information included on this
community resource page, please fill
out the contact form on my website.
NEWS FROM QUEEN’S PARK
ONTARIO PROVIDES ADDITIONAL
SUPPORT FOR FARMERS

The Ontario government is
expanding the Risk Management
Program a year earlier than planned by
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$50 million for a total of $150 million
annually. This funding supports
farmers with unforeseen challenges
such as fluctuating market prices,
extreme weather events like flooding
or drought, and disease.
Details were provided by
the Premier, and the Minister of
Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs.
Approximately 80 per cent of eligible
commercial production in the cattle,
hog, sheep, veal, grains, oilseeds, and
edible horticulture sectors in Ontario
are covered by the provincial Risk
Management Program.
The increased investment in the
Risk Management Program is in
addition to a $15 million Enhanced
Agri-food Workplace Protection
Program. Farmers and other operations
have access to cost-share funding
to help enhance health and safety
measures for employees, such as
purchasing personal protective
equipment, medical testing
equipment, enhanced cleaning
and disinfection, and temporary or
permanent modifications to enhance
physical distancing. Support is also
available for farmers who experience
unexpected costs for housing
and transportation as a result of a
COVID-19 outbreak on their farm.

The federal government made
a commitment on May 5th to work
with the provinces and territories to
explore possibilities for expanding
the AgriInsurance program to include
labour shortages as an eligible risk for
the horticulture sector. This work with
provincial and territorial partners would
insure against lost production due to an
insufficient workforce, should producers
be unable to find enough labour to
harvest.
Ontario farmers already enrolled
in an eligible production insurance
plan who suffer from crop losses due
to labour disruptions during the 2020
growing season will have access to further
insurance coverage through Agricorp. The
added insurance coverage will include:
• Inability to attract sufficient onfarm labour due to COVID-19; and
• Illness or quarantine of onfarm labour and the producer due to
COVID-19.
Farmers will be expected to notify
Agricorp as soon as possible if they
experience COVID-19 related labour
disruptions that are having an impact on their
crops.
Business Risk Management
programs, including AgriInsurance,
protect producers against significant
risks that threaten the viability of their
farm and are beyond their capacity to
CANADA AND ONTARIO
manage, such as weather, disease and
SUPPORTING FARMERS THROUGH
pests. It is a business risk management
ENHANCED INSURANCE
program under the Canadian
PROTECTION
Agricultural Partnership, a five-year,
$3-billion commitment by Canada’s
The governments of Canada and
federal, provincial and territorial
Ontario are providing the best support
governments to support Canada’s agripossible to help farmers manage
food and agri-products sectors.
challenges beyond their control by
enhancing AgriInsurance coverage for
OFFICE NOTICE:
the 2020 growing season to include
In an effort to contain the
labour shortages due to COVID-19.
COVID-19 virus, our Constituency
Ontario’s agriculture industry,
Office went virtual on March 16,
specifically farms growing fruits and
2020. Our location will remain
vegetables like tomatoes, melons
closed until further notice. We are
and peaches, are labour intensive
still open & working during regular
and highly dependent on seasonal
office hours to answer your calls &
agricultural workers. COVID-19 has
emails. If you require assistance on
interrupted regular flows of worker
any matter, please contact me at any
travel and has resulted in some gaps in time. It’s why I’m here. Even if it’s
labour availability. This could result
not a provincial issue, I’ll make sure
in some crops being unharvested
to connect you with the proper office.
-Goldie
and financial loss for the agri-food
Your voice at Queen’s Park
industry.

Landowner Voices - Sept/October 2020

A Step Back in Time - 2016
Landowners Object to the Windmill Takeovers

Ontario Landowners Association
www.OntarioLandowners.ca

Carleton (Ottawa)

Tim Mount
mount.haven@hotmail.com

Durham/York/Victoria
Gord Robinson 905-243-2870
gs-robinson@hotmail.com

Dufferin

Mark Tijssen 519-939-1889
carlsbad_mark@hotmail.com

Elliott Lake Landowner
Ann Hutchinson 705-790-7862
ahutchinson@northernexport.ca

Gatineau Valley L.A.
Albert Kealey 819 422 3554
corazorn@gmail.com

Grey-Bruce

Bob Weirmeir (Interim)
519-363-5455
Ken Jay 647-985-5456

Hamilton/Halton L.A.

North Renfrew United

Huron-Perth

Frank Burke 613-584-3573
frank.m.burke@gmail.com
www.nrul.ca

Don Johnson 905-577-7859
Teamjohn@idirect.com

Natasha Marier
huronperthlandowners@hotmail.com
Bill Jeffrey 519-271-2664
bjeffrey@perthsouth.ca

Lanark

Jeff Bogaerts 613-222-3174
jdbogaerts@bellnet.ca

Leeds & Grenville

Duaine McKinley 613-926-2372
mckinley@xplornet.com

Muskoka Landowners
Karen Bainbridge
705-788-5956
kwbainbridge@vianet.ca

Prescott-Russell

Philipp Mayr 613-679-4151
philimarfarms@aol.com

Renfrew Nippissing
Pembroke
Donna Burns 613-432-4352
donnaburns1@bell.net

Saugeen Regional

Bob Weirmeir
519-363-5455
saugeenregionalla@outlook.com

Niagara

Dave Honey
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WHAT TO DO WHEN THEY
COME FOR YOU

Updated version

• Call for support. Have an OLA contact list
available
• Be polite, Be Assertive, Stand Your Ground.
• Record your visitors with phone, recorder,
video, notes etc.
• If police with visitor, address them first: Why
are you here? Under what authority?
• If the Police refer to “Keeping the Peace”, ask
the question … does that mean my Peace as
well? Does this mean you intend to protect my
rights as well?
• Record name, badge #, and headquarters.
Get pictures of ID, license plates, vehicles etc.
Request incident #.
• If there is a Warrant to Search, ask senior
officer to read it aloud. Make sure that the Party
who swore to the Warrant is present when the
officer reads the Warrant. Assuming it is not the
Police. For example, Conservation Authority
has sword to the Warrant. It is important that
everyone know and understand the limitations
of the Warrant.
• Ask to see the Information to Obtain the warrant
(ITO). If there is no ITO, make a verbal note
to all that there is no ITO and you Protest the
Execution of the Warrant. Do Not Interfere with
the Warrant. Argue it later in court. Everything
must be accurate; name, address, Signatures etc.
If anything is wrong, tell the officer you protest
the Warrant. That it is invalid for the following
reasons. If the officer disagrees, argue it in
court. Verbal disagreement with the Warrant
is not in itself, blocking or interfering with the
Execution of the Warrant.
• Only comply with what is on the warrant,
offer no extra information and verbally protest
the extra search. Argue it in court.
• If just an official; bylaw etc, ask for 2
pieces gov’t. issued ID, proof of employment,
employee # confirmation phone #( business
cards don’t count but keep one for later) They
have NO authority without a warrant, ask them
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to leave. Ask them 3x then call 911. If they
insist they have authority, make them show you.
Remember Criminal code is Federal legislation
and if no warrant they could be charged with
trespass or mischief.
• Ask for insurance confirmation and sterile
boots and clothing, You don’t know where
they’ve been. Follow bio-security measures.
• If they are there on a complaint, ask
for the name and actual complaint as everyone
is allowed to face their accuser. You might have
to file a freedom of information request.
ALWAYS REMEMBER:
• Don’t be intimidated by a uniform!
• Be firm. If you don’t stop them from walking
on your property, it looks like implied consent.
• Document everything in writing when
visit is over. Witness support would be an asset.
• When in doubt … Verbally Protest the
Warrant or the Uninvited Access to your land.
Do Not Physically Interfere in a Warrant or
Inspection. The court is the place to be. Motion
to Quash the Warrant. If the Motion succeeds,
then the evidence gathered is thrown out.
• A Tort may be the next step after a Warrant is
Quashed or an uninvited inspection.
• Record All Events while anyone is on your
land. Keep your camera handy and the battery
charged. The same with a cell phone. Add
an additional SD card as well. More storage
capacity. Film in low resolution for longer
filming.
• Never answer a question. Anything you say
will be used against you. Especially with body
Cameras being used. There is no law compelling
you to answer question. However, You Can Ask
All The Questions You Want. Ask Them on the
record.
*THIS IS INFORMATION ONLY,
NOT LEGAL ADVICE*

the
Hello from
ss
old Jacka

REQUIEM FOR A
RESCUE

Howdy folks,

Welcome to to another

enlightening epic edition of the
Old Jackass’s Believe it or Not
column.
Recently I was stunned but
not overly surprised to learn that a
select group of Samaritans riding
the current so in vogue rescue train
have truly outdone themselves.
The selective group of
doggy saviours have now rescued
an astounding array of puppies:
an armada of 500 French bulldog
puppies from the Ukraine. Yes,
you read right, 500 French bulldog
pups from the Ukraine where it
appears these popular pups were
popping up like kernels of Orville
Redenbacher’s popping corn.
Unfortunately, this
mission of mercy took on sinister
tones when it was revealed 38
pups were dead on arrival at the
Toronto airport along with dozens
of sick and dehydrated litter
mates. Thirty-eight dead pups
certainly is a dramatic loss of life
but main stream media seems to
have ignored the story and swept
it quietly under the shaggy media
carpet.
Ironically, the entire
covert mission of mercy occurred
precisely while the real world was
in a veritable lock down occupied
with self isolation and surviving a
pandemic courtesy of Covid-19.
It seems like only
yesterday when the OSPCA ,
our former charitable animal
police, were operating with full
momentum closing down all

“alleged” puppy mills in the
province.
The irony of it all as it now
seems there’s a puppy shortage in
Ontario and these “rescuers” will
travel the four corners of the earth
to fill the void.
Once again I lament, 500
pups on a plane sure is one huge
“industrialized” rescue mission.
The costs involved and expected
returns must be truly extravagant.
Relax folks, all this
puppy mayhem did inspire the
Canadian Veterinary Medical
Association to call for the
termination of breeding these
short snouted dogs who are
scientifically classified as
brachycephalic breeds. It
appears these cute short-nosed
pups are prone to all sorts of
medical issues such as breathing
and major heart issues.

If these Brachycephalic
dogs are such time bombs, I
wonder why were they allowed in
and pandered to prospective pet
owners?
Folks, we’ve got enough
problems defeating Covid-19
without having a couple hundred
defective Ukraine/French bulldogs
thrown into the scenario.
It appears no animal
cruelty involved in the convoluted
mess as I haven’t read about any
charges being laid or pending.
The “Puzzled” Old Jackass
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Report From Parliament
By Cheryl Gallant, M.P.

“The Great Reset”
T

he “Great Reset”. Is the
Liberal hidden agenda now
revealed? Should landowners be
afraid? Those are just some of the
questions I will be asking with the
resumption of Parliament.
With the introduction of my Private
Member’s legislation, Bill C-222,
An Act to amend the Expropriation
Act (protection of private property),
property owners in Quebec have
brought to my attention a situation in
Montreal, that if left unchecked, could
set a dangerous precedent for the rest
of Canada.
In 2017, the city of Montreal took
a parcel of land from 87 year old Gilles
Labreche. He only found out recently
when the local newspaper showed
him a copy of the deed the city filed
on his property declaring itself the
owner. The city claimed it could not
locate Mr. Labreche even though he
has lived at the same address for 67
years. The city has no problem finding
him to send property tax bills every
year.

land she had owned for 30 years. What
the municipal government was trying
to do was to take her land without
expropriating
it.
Expropriation
would trigger a legal process that
would require the landowner to be
compensated.
Bill C-222, which amends the
Expropriation Act, is intended to
provide some protections from
government taking people’s property
without
compensation.
Without
property rights in the Canadian
Constitution, landowners must look
to expropriation legislation to protect
their rights. While this may be an
extreme example of a government
trampling on landowner’s rights, if
Montreal gets away with this, what is
to prevent a government that does not
respect private property ownership
from passing bad legislation to
legitimize land theft by government?

Turns out Gilles was not the only
property owner who had his land
taken without compensation. Another
landowner, Rosemary Lafreniere,
received this in the mail:

While the Trudeau government is
claiming that it has no current plans to
bring in a Federal Home Equity Tax, it
is no secret in Ottawa that the Liberals
are looking at ways to service the outof-control deficit that was a 100 billion
dollar problem before the Trudeau
shut down Canada’s economy for the
pandemic.

“We are pleased to inform you that
the city of Montreal wants to be owner
of two pieces of land show (sic) on
the plan.” The next sentence invited
her to sign an enclosed document and
return it by post or email.
The document was a renunciation
of her rights and her heirs’ rights for

The housing equity tax the
Trudeau government has Canada
Mortgage and Housing Corporation
(CMHC) researching is just a rehash
of the “imputed rent tax” that Pierre
Trudeau tried to tax Canadians with.
It was in a Liberal budget after
Trudeau senior got his last majority.

At that time there was such a hue and
cry from Canadians, the proposal
was shelved, until now.
A Home equity tax is not the same
as a capital gains tax. It is a broader
tax on imputed rents. Imputed rent
is an estimate of the rent an owneroccupied property would earn if the
owner were paying rent rather than
owning the property. In the mind
of a socialist, imputed rent is called
ownership bias. Imputed rents on
property are considered to add to a
person’s taxable income as they do
not pay rent. This tax grab would be in
addition to property taxes landowners
now pay.
Rising house prices, particularly
in places like Toronto and Ottawa,
are already creating a divide between
those who own housing and those who
can never expect to own their own
home.
A home equity tax is an assault
on private property rights. As your
elected representative, I will NEVER
support such an odious tax.
The “Great Reset” must be
stopped.
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The Wonder That Was
Alliston Roberts
It is
amazing
to
me
how some
things just
seem
to
go around and around and resurface
time and again. They go full circle, you
might say, and it can be this way with
people too.
Such is the case with Alliston
Roberts. Who is Alliston Roberts you
might ask? Well; the correct question
should be, who was ALLISTON
Roberts and why is he significant?
Al was a singer/songwriter
who hailed from Hermitage Bay,
Newfoundland whom I met in Carleton
Place, Ontario back in 1982. He had just
released a single entitled, THE LOSS
OF THE OCEAN RANGER which was
receiving some air-play on CBC Radio
at the time. His on stage presence/act
was being worked when we met and this
is why I got involved with him. It (and
he) was quite the experience.
A tall lanky fellow he was,
who could charm a snake and was
very likeable to all. He was smart,
observant, calculating and perhaps a
touch crazy to boot. Being around him
was a bit like being around a mirror
because we had similar characteristics.
Big different ones too.
By day, Al worked as a painter
(houses, buildings) completing some
major contracts in the Ottawa Valley
area. By night he wrote songs which
were mainly of the ballad type. On
stage he became a commanding
presence and his shows were more like
a huge kitchen party. He was something
else. A whole lot more than “something
else” you could say. He was a wonder.
Al
died
in
“mysterious
circumstances” in 1987 at the age of
thirty-five. The cause of death was
listed as suicide but many (including
myself) just don’t buy that. If you knew
him you would know why we don’t.
You see: Al had two basic mottos in life.
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One was, “we will just have to make a
deal man.” And the other was, “I live to
have them all.” ( referring to women).
And Al made deals and he made
women. He made deals and perhaps got
too caught up in one or more (with the
wrong people) and found himself in a
“deal” that he couldn’t “make”
He was finally identified after,
what remained of him, was confirmed
to be “that” which was discovered in his
burnt out van. Apparently (according
to the story) he took some gasoline and
poured all throughout the inside of the
van (himself included) and set it on fire
in front of a convenience store at the
north end of Carleton Place. Not a nice
way to die! And I don’t see him doing
that. A “suicide note” to his then girl
friend is said to have been written by
him just before the incident.
In the winter of 82/83 he recorded
an album in Ottawa’s (then renowned)
Mark Four Studios. The price tag was
around $30,000.00. (a lot of cash back
then).The album was never released.
Except for the singles, THE OTTAWA
WALTZ and SONG FOR YOU.
Neither received much attention (1983)
however impressive numbers like;
DON’T PUT ME IN A HOME and
FOR MOLLY remain unknown and
unheard by the world.
In 2013 I recorded and released
a version of THE OTTAWA WALTZ.
It remains my most played song on
Ottawa Valley radio. Somewhere I can
hear Al laughing.
Being from Newfoundland, the
story was that he didn’t get along
too well with his family back home.
Apparently the family owned a fish
plant and boat building business back
there but Al wanted to move to Ontario.
Funny thing was that his brother came
to Ottawa to supervise (and PAY) for
the recording sessions. So..?
Over the years this man has haunted
me. Time and again he (or something
pertaining to him) would come up and
I’d be; writing a newspaper/magazine
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by Lyle Dillabough

piece about him, hearing yet “another”
story about him, or just start to
“wonder” when thinking of him. He’s
had quite an effect on me over the years
and yes, I do wonder.
Recently a radio host from
Newfoundland contacted me and
inquired about him. Seems they have
dug up an old vinyl single of, THE
LOSS OF THE OCEAN RANGER and
SAILOR’S LLULABY and are going
to play them again on air. After some
serious and lengthy health issues I will
be returning to the recording studio
shortly and hope to record a version of,
FOR MOLLY as one of the tunes on
this session. The thing is: he just keeps
coming back.
This has happened to me before with
other events and people and eventually
it led to some specific information or
“point of closure” that needed to be
realized. Or, as a wise elderly lady
stated to me once when being perplexed
over a matter, “things got to be settled.”
Wonder what needs to be settled
concerning him?
Maybe I will find out. Maybe not.
One thing is certain and that is;
ALLISTON Roberts was sure a wonder.
Correction: is.
Lyle Dillabough (Productions)

Summer 2020

A

s we bid farewell to
summer 2020 I sincerely
hope that my two young kids will
remember it for something other
than the incongruity of wearing
facemasks to Dairy Queen.
My own childhood summers
are full of recollections of long,
lazy days reading Hardy Boy
mysteries underneath the huge
pine tree in our yard, swimming,
camping, visiting unusual roadside
attractions on trips with my family,
going to amusement parks…
That last memory primarily
revolves around Montreal’s nowdefunct Belmont Park, which for
44 years reigned supreme as the
only game in town. Even once La
Ronde opened in 1967, Belmont
Park continued to fill our summers
with the sort of thrills that only
rickety old wooden roller coasters
can provide.
It was eventually shut down
in 1983 following some unpleasant
accidents (a seat broke loose from
one ride and two kids plummeted
8 metres to the ground) and a
police raid for suspected illegal
gambling. Any place dedicated to
fun that could still inspire a 1972
film entitled, “To Death,” is sure to
elicit some strong memories.
Following the unsettled
craziness of the past few months,
my wife and I were determined
to give our kids some pleasant
experiences to look back on years
from now. We are fortunate to live
a relatively short drive from the
Muskoka district, one of the most
beautiful areas of this country. As a

musician I have been lucky enough
over the years to play at some of
the festivals, lodges and tourist
locations that cover this region.
Many of these places have
been around for decades, some
dating back over a century,
from a time when travelling up
to Muskoka was an adventure
requiring trains and boats. People
back then would arrive with
steamer trunks full of clothes for
their holidays. I am always amazed
that photos from that era seem to
show women in long heavy dresses
and men in suits, even in the
heat of summer. In those pre-air
conditioned times that must have
made for a rather uncomfortable
(not to mention aromatic) holiday.
Due to changing vacationing
patterns over the years many of
these resorts have closed down or
changed format. While searching
online for somewhere to take the
family, my wife stumbled upon
one such resort that is still in
operation. It opened in 1897 and
originally featured a beautiful
lodge but the property has since
been transformed into smaller
“housekeeping” cottages. Happily
they had a vacancy so we booked
it; coincidentally I had played at
this lodge a few times years ago
so I looked forward to seeing what
had become of it.
Upon arrival I was a little
skeptical – some of the older
buildings dating back to the 1920s
had the ramshackle appearance of
the set from a summer camp horror
movie. It was a little sad to see

by Randy Vancourt

the lodge itself in such disarray,
its only visitors the foxes who
now run through the old, decrepit
lobby. The property went through
a bankruptcy a few years ago and
previous owners just walked away
from it, leaving the tables in the
dining room still set with dishes.
There’s a feeling of The Shining
about the whole place.
It turned out many of these
buildings are set for demolition
(either by the new owner or
nature). Our accommodations were
more modern and seemed far less
likely to invite a nighttime visit
from anyone with a hook for a
hand.
Our week was busy with
swimming, hiking, campfires –
basically everything needed to fill
our kids’ heads with wonderful
summertime memories. We even
made friends with a couple from
France who had two kids the same
age as ours, and our combined
offspring spent the entire time
playing together.
Now as the school year
looms before us with its offer of a
headlong leap into the next level
of Dante’s Inferno at least I feel
confident that, whatever the next
few months bring, the kids will
look back on this summer fondly.
We’re even planning on
returning there next year…
assuming of course that there IS a
next year.
www.randyvancourt.com
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THE DARK CLOUD OVER
BRUCE COUNTY

by Bob Weimeir

I

imagine everyone has heard of
the Deep Geological Repository
(DGR) that was planned to be dug
on the Bruce Nuclear site north of
Kincardine. The Nuclear Waste
Management Organization (NWMO)
had been planning this site for years for
low and intermediate level waste from
nuclear sites (mops, coveralls, etc.).
The final say was left to the Indigenous
peoples of the Saugeen Ojibwe First
Nations. Despite being offered millions
for a yes vote, a definite no vote came
back, killing the proposed DGR on the
Bruce nuclear site.
What I hadn’t realized until
recently is that very few people
knew about the second DGR,
which was for the high-level waste
(radioactive nuclear fuel rods). The
consultation process for both DGR’s
had been running concurrently. With
the cancellation of the low-level
waste DGR, very little information
was heard on the high-level waste
proposal. The consultation for this had
been going on for years, starting with
a multitude of municipalities signing
up to be in the application process.
Each municipality was given just
under a half million dollars each year
their names stayed in the proposal.
Some municipalities were disqualified,
others eventually withdrew. Once
out of the running, the free money
also dried up. Quite a cash cow for
municipalities as long as they knew
when to get out. It was a little like
musical chairs; one after the other
was gone until there were only two
municipalities left, the municipality of
Ignance in Northern Ontario, and the
Municipality of South Bruce.
This is going to be a big
project. There will be a cavern dug
approximately 600 meters below
ground. The size is staggering.
NWMO is busy acquiring land for this
project as 1500 acres is needed. There
will be very little visible at ground

level and the land above can still be
used.
Now comes the staggering facts of
this whole project.
1/ the site picked in South Bruce is
only a couple of miles from the town
of Teeswater and the Teeswater river.
This river joins the Saugeen river,
which flows into Lake Huron.
2/ There has never been a DGR
built anywhere in the world that has
worked!

According to the
World Nuclear
Waste Report
2019, “There are
no high level DGR’s
operating in the
world at this time,
there is a lack of
information on the
risks associated
with nuclear waste
and the current
state of research
and science is NOT
adequate for this
challenge”.
According to the World Nuclear
Waste Report 2019, “There are no high
level DGR’s operating in the world at
this time, there is a lack of information
on the risks associated with nuclear
waste and the current state of research
and science is NOT adequate for this
challenge”.
In a nutshell this is what we have
got. Various levels of government are
ok with digging a 1500 acre cavern,
filling it with spent nuclear rods (which
have only 5% of their potential used),

seal it up and watch it for 500 years.
The radiation left in these rods I have
heard has a half life of 500,000 years.
With all this risk involved, the South
Bruce site is by a river leading to one
of the great lakes, the largest reserve
of fresh water in the world. Nearly
40 million people get their drinking
water directly from the great lakes,
not to mention potential ground water
contamination. The land above is some
of the best agricultural land in Ontario.
We are being told to trust the
science; they know what they are
doing. Will they know what to do
when a problem occurs, like every
other DGR tried? Will they know in
10 years? In 50 years? In 150 years?
We have already left a national debt
that our children and grandchildren
can never repay. Do we also leave
them with the threat of annihilation
due to radioactivity? The one small
word you never want nuclear scientists
to say is “oops”. All of a sudden, the
depopulation of the world as described
in the United Nations document
Agenda 21, now called Agenda 2030
looks very attainable.
One large question looms out
of this. Where is the Environment
Minister, the Conservation Authorities,
the Nature Conservatories etc. If
cleaning out an existing pond can do
irreparable damage to the ecosystem,
what does a 1500 acre radioactive
cave do? Technology is advancing at a
rapid pace. Would it not be wise to use
some of the estimated 25 Billion dollar
cost of a DGR to find a way to use
these “spent rods”?
To the councils of the two
Municipalities still in the running. You
are not only gambling your lives that
this DGR might work, you are also
gambling countless future generations
of lives in Midwestern Ontario and the
whole Great Lakes Basin.
Think before you dig. Remember
“OOPS”.
**
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The Fear Factor
Working the phones during the
‘London Blitz’ demonstrates another
level of courage
by Ian Cumming

Agricultural Journalist

I

t’s usually the question that you
didn’t ask, and wished you had,
that niggles at you later.
Last summer, on the tip of a
friend that, “there’s a lady with a hell
of a story,” I sat down in a nursing
home with a 99 year old blind lady,
Mary Lambert, who had been a plug in
telephone operator during the London
Blitz.
The friend was handling her real
estate business, noticed a picture of
a soldier squadron (her husband’s)
on the mantle, and being a student of
war history – his father and uncle had
served and he was named after his
father’s friend killed when their tank
was hit – asked some questions.
She started talking, and told him
things she had never told anyone this
side of the Atlantic.
She described to him and me,
how when the bombs or V2 rockets
started pounding around them, that
many of the girls would run to the
basement from the glass protected
office building top floor, while the rest
of them would stay in their seats to
handle the surge of frantic calls.
“No, but I don’t know why,” she
answered, when I asked if she was
ever scared.
What I also should have asked
was, “what did you say to those girls
when they came back up from the
basement? Or did you say anything?”
I never got the chance, Mary died
several months after that interview.
I only met her for 45 minutes of my
life, but got the phone call, and was
honoured to read the article I had done
on her at the funeral.
Most of the people sitting there
who knew her for decades, hadn’t
asked that question either. Because,
frankly, for all of them, she had never
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once whispered a word about being a
telephone operator in London during
the Blitz, carrying her bike over the
rubble on the 10 km one way ride,
wearing her mandatory tin hat.
I found myself wanting to tell
Mary’s story – but didn’t – to a highly
educated mother who informed us she
was keeping her daughter – the same
age as Mary was when pedalling to
work – out of school this fall because
it was, “too dangerous.”
No comment was made back from
us to them on that personal decision,
one’s children are their responsibility.
But the reverse isn’t the case,
when the other side heaps their scorn
on our dangerous stupidity.
One likes to think we aren’t
stunned hicks, with no direct
knowledge of science or medicine.
However, that’s true actually, in
my case. But one has learned you ask
questions of those who really do know,
and base your decisions on that.
Just by happenstance I spend four
hours a week standing on a soccer
sideline beside one of the leading
internal medicine doctors in the
country, therefore treating COVID
patients constantly at the Ottawa
General.
We share daughters on the same
well coached team and a common
passion for military history. But I also
ask a lot of questions and he answers.
There is no chance at all to catch
COVID out in the open, so kids or
adults playing outdoor sports, showing
4 – H calves outside, or outdoor
construction projects, not one should
have been cancelled, he says.
Soccer officials no longer allowed
the ball to be thrown in when out of
bounds, due to COVID. “There is no
way that the ball could get COVID
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germs in this outside environment,”
he said.
When it comes to close quarters
or inside environments, “yes, let’s be
cautious and go with the rules, wear
your mask.”
Oxford University had been
working on a vaccine for this type
of thing prior to COVID, “so have
the step on everyone else and their
preliminary trials are showing
incredible results. I’m predicting we’ll
have a vaccine by January and the
drug companies will band together
to manufacture it on a massive
scale. Those over 80 will get it first,
followed by over 70, and then so on.
I’m really optimistic.”
His daughter is going back to her
normal school this fall, “because the
benefits of school far outweigh the
risks.”
One last tale about Mary, who,
unlike the angst filled COVID fear
mongers today, lived a real life.
A neighbour young lady relates
the tale, that as a young girl having
two rabbits supposedly of the same
sex, but weren’t, and they reproduced.
This girls parents delighted in telling
her one day, that Mary was taking all
of the rabbits.
The girl walked over to Mary’s
the next weekend, asking to see them.
Mary opened the top of the freezer. **
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Canadians for Language Fairness has been trying very hard to alert Canadians to the problems that have been caused by
the Official Languages Act (1968) which is part of the 1982 Constitution. To help you understand the constitutional issue,
we asked John Feldsted - Political commentator, consultant & strategist, Winnipeg, Manitoba, to comment & here is his
submission:
A key provision of the Constitution Act 1982:
52. (1) The Constitution of Canada is the supreme law of Canada, and any law that is inconsistent with the provisions of the
Constitution is, to the extent of the inconsistency, of no force or effect.
We need to look at the Official Languages Act(OLA) itself:
Official Languages Act
2. The purpose of this Act is to
a. ensure respect for English and French as the official languages of Canada and ensure equality of status and
equal rights and privileges as to their use in all federal institutions, in particular with respect to their use in
parliamentary proceedings, in legislative and other instruments, in the administration of justice, in communicating
with or providing services to the public and in carrying out the work of federal institutions;
b. support the development of English and French linguistic minority communities and generally advance the equality
of status and use of the English and French languages within Canadian society; and
c. set out the powers, duties and functions of federal institutions with respect to the official languages of Canada.
Purpose 2(c) together with Parts IV, V, and VI of the Act are contrary to the pith and substance of the language sections of
the Constitution by creating a third, elitist language group of bilingual people making access to government positions and
promotions contingent on violating the equal linguistic rights of unilingual French and English persons.
The OLA overlays the duty of the civil service to hire and promote its personnel based on merit with linguistic requirements,
which is inefficient, irresponsible and ineffective in delivering services. We cannot reward a linguistic elite that cannot
compete in areas of ability, competence and experience.
Naming a position as bilingual imperative means an unfair deterioration of public service competence as members who may
not be bilingual are not allowed to compete. The only fair way to fill a bilingual-imperative position is to allow all eligible
candidates to compete and fill the position with a bilingual person only if that person is equal to or better than the top
unilingual competitors.
Hiring practices in the civil service violate OLA Section VI (39) (3):
3. Nothing in this section shall be construed as abrogating or derogating from the principle of selection of personnel
according to merit
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Providing services to unilingual persons does not entail the requirement that the service is provided by a bilingual person. It
is far more efficient and effective to employ competent interpreters.
The notion that minority language services can only be delivered by a person in bilingual position is as irrational as demanding
that all personnel on an aircraft be fluently bilingual. I would prefer that the pilot and co-pilot be fluent in English to get us
safely to our destination.
The purposes contained in OLA 2 (a) and (b) above comply with the spirit and intent of the consolidated constitution, but
OLA 2 (c) and provisions to expand on OLA 2 (c) do not. Those sections must be struck to achieve true linguistic equality.
The Official Languages Act (OLA) appears to be discriminatory in violation of the Human Rights Act. The clauses (sections)
referred to cannot be saved by provisions that legislation aimed at assisting a minority are allowed as equality of language
rights eliminates minority (and majority) positions. The government is hoist on its own petard. Unfortunately the Human
Rights Commission is not a court and prone to capricious decisions that will not upset its employer.
In my opinion, our error has been to combat provisions of the OLA on the grounds of discrimination. Those battles have so
far been lost.
1. However, provisions of the OLA are in conflict with the Constitution and with the OLA itself.
The OLA creates a third language group of bilingual people not considered or protected under the constitution and
goes to lengths to set out the criteria for this unconstitutional and elitist language group;
2.
3.

Designating civil service positions as “bilingual” is an affront to the merit principle of civil service promotions;
Providing equal linguistic services to people does not require bilingual Ministers, senior officials or department
managers. Designated bilingual positions create a separate career path for persons deemed bilingual under terms
......of the OLA which is unacceptable discrimination.

Our thrust must be to demand removal of OLA Section 2 (c) as unconstitutional interference with the
Public Service Staff Relations Act,
Public Service Employment Act,
Public Service Modernization Act,
Federal Public Sector Labour Relations Act
Other writings can be found https://freedominion.ca/viewforum.php?f=13 and here: https://www.facebook.com/
Feldsted-Friends-3428608463831781/?modal=admin_todo_tour
For more information, please visit www.languagefairness.ca or contact us at: info@languagefairness.ca
We welcome your input.
Canadians For Language Fairness
Board of Directors
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Veggie Bites 9

Combat Gardening
by Judith Cox

Gardening is time sensitive so I have included several
of Judith’s articles on planting your garden.
Greetings fellow gardeners,

W

hat a difference a week
makes! We have gone from
frosty evenings to a heat wave and
soon we will cool off to seasonal
temperatures. I have new vegetables
up everywhere thanks to the heat and
my continuous watering. The peas are
rushing forward and as the temperatures
are supposed to go down soon, I think I
will try planting more seeds. The beans
are up and soon I will be directing them
to climb the fence; beans are not always
cooperative. My smaller tomatoes are
nestled in large pots and enjoying the
sunshine. I planted the larger tomato
directly in the ground.
Cucumbers, zucchini, and squash
are up and doubling in size each day.
Now I am watching for pests; I am still
using netting to hold back the squirrels
and chipmunks while watching
carefully for cucumber beetles. These
are dark little bugs with yellow stripes,
and they can destroy your crops. If I
see them, I will squish them and cover
the cucumbers, zucchini, and squash
with a floating row cover. Floating row
covers are like a light white fabric that
allows rain and sunshine to get in but
not cucumber beetles. Unfortunately,
if I need to use it, I cannot get the
flowers pollinated. I shall have to do
that myself with a paintbrush.
This year I have decided to try
some eggplants. I planted one in a pot
and one in the ground and will see
what happens. They are such a nicelooking plant so I am looking forward
to the results.
My Nanking cherry bush (prunus
tomentosa) had a glorious burst of
blossoms and now I am awaiting the
small tart fruit. All of the fruit trees
are in various stages of blooming with
promises of fruit that can be stored
for our winter season. Right now, the
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sweet smell of lilacs is filling the air.
Lilacs are edible! Last year I made
lilac jelly and it was lovely. This
year I am going to try making lilac
lemonade. There are lilac recipes all
over the internet; lots to choose from.
Starting this week, I am adding
something extra called Plants from the
Dark Side where I will be featuring a
plant that can be a troublemaker.
I hope you enjoy your time in the
garden and water your plants! Judith
(email:lapisdragonarts@gmail.com)
......................

Plants from the Dark Side

Garlic Mustard
Garlic Mustard (Alliaria petiolate)
is in the Brassicaceae family and is
a biennial. It is native to Europe and
parts of Asia. It features prominently
in Ontario’s Invading Species
Awareness Program.
“Garlic mustard has two distinct
life stages over its first two years. In
the first year, it grows only a cluster
of leaves shaped like a rosette, while
a strong root system develops. Plants
that survive the winter produce flowers
and hundreds of seeds in their second
year. Dense stands produce more than
60,000 seeds per square metre. Stands
of garlic mustard can double in size
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every four years.
Garlic mustard seeds are easily
spread by people and animals. They
can remain in the soil for up to 30
years and still be able to sprout.
The plant can grow in a wide range
of sunny and fully shaded habitats,
including undisturbed forest, forest
edges, riverbanks and roadsides. Garlic
mustard does not provide a valuable
food source for native wildlife.
Garlic mustard can invade relatively
undisturbed forests. Once established,
it can displace native wildflowers like
trilliums (Trillium sp) and trout lily
(Erythronium americanum). It hinders
other plants by interfering with the
growth of fungi that bring nutrients to
the roots of the plants.
The plant threatens several
of Ontario’s species at risk,
including American ginseng (Panax
quinquefolius), drooping trillium
(Trillium flexipes), false rue-anemone
(Enemion biternatum), hoary mountain
mint (Pycnanthemum incanum), white
wood aster (Eurybia divaricata),
wild hyacinth (Camassia scilloides)
and wood poppy (Stylophorum
diphyllum).”. http://www.
invadingspecies.com/garlic-mustard/
I have several clumps of Garlic
Mustard that I am dealing with right
now. I missed it when it was in its
first-year form of a clumpy rosette
and now it is stretching up and is
covered with white flowers. I do not
want those flowers to go to seed. It
is recommended that these plants not
be composted but disposed of in the
garbage. I put them in a thick black
plastic contractor bag and let the sun
heat them up. It takes a while but then
they are safe to compost.
Our native wildflowers and herbs
are important so try to dispose of
garlic mustard if you find it in your
garden.
.....
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S

ometimes it feels like we are
gardening on a roller coaster. It
has gone from being way too hot to
being cooler than we want right now.
Tiny tender seedlings are not happy,
but the weather should level out soon.
I took the opportunity to make lilac
jelly and rhubarb ginger jam while it
was cool and raining.
I have planted a few pots of peppers
and they are doing well however
every pot has a hole and is surrounded
with spilled earth. The squirrels and
chipmunks are digging deep. Now
every pot has a layer of bird netting
to prevent the digging. It seems to
be working well although my front
porch looks like it is covered in giant
spiderwebs.
The tomatoes are starting to grow
bigger and stronger each day. Now
is the time to watch for cutworms.
Cutworms wrap around the base of
the tomato stem and topple your plant.
To prevent this, wrap the base with a
toilet paper or paper towel roll. If you
have planted your tomatoes in pots,
be sure that they are well watered.
Tomatoes in pots dry quickly while
those in the ground have a longer
drying time. Be sure that your water is
not connected to a water softener or to
city water. Rainwater is wonderful for
plants, otherwise let your treated water
sit for at least 24 hours.
If you notice little holes in the
leaves of your vegetables, you might
be having an issue with flea beetles.
Make sure the area around your plants
is clean. You can put a mulch around
the plants to discourage the beetles as
well. Keep an eye out around the base
of your plants for the larvae and be
sure to clean up in the fall so the adults
have nowhere to winter over. There
is some belief that dill, onions, and
marigolds will prevent the flea beetles.
While there are no magic plants to
prevent pests, growing these plants is
good for your garden as they attract
pollinators and are quite tasty. (Yes,
marigolds are edible). You may find
a fat striped caterpillar on your dill. I
plant extra dill for these caterpillars as

they turn into swallowtail butterflies.
You still have time to plant beans,
carrots, chard, and another row of
peas while your zucchini, cucumbers
and squash should be well past the
seed leaf stage. Remember “nothing
ventured, nothing gained”. Have a
glorious week in the garden.
Judith (email: lapisdragonarts@
gmail.com)

Plants from the Dark Side
Burdock

I

have been dealing with burdock
(Arctium minus) for a very
long time. Burdock is a biennial and
it starts out looking like rhubarb and
then shoots up to a tall plant covered
in burrs. It has a strong tap root that
anchors it firmly and makes it difficult
to pull. I have discovered that there
is a week in late March or early April
when the burdock will slip out of the
ground easily and I pull as much as I
can at that time.
In British Columbia burdock is
seen as a serious invasive weed.
Common burdock (Arctium
minus) is a tall, invasive biennial herb
known for clinging burs that were
not only the inspiration for Velcro,
but also for lowering the health and
market value of livestock. The burs get
tangled in manes and tails of horses,
cows and other livestock, and can also
damage or de-value the wool of sheep.
The large leaves of common burdock
can shade out smaller plants. There
have even been occasional incidences
where birds and bats have become
entangled in the burrs and perished.
Heavily burred cattle become stressed,
and experience eye, nose and mouth
injuries that reduce their market
value. https://bcinvasives.ca/invasivespecies/identify/invasive-plants/
burdock
Burdock is edible and there are
many recipes for it however if you have
a dog or would like to work in your
garden then it is best to pull it out.

Burdock

Burrs
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Veggie Bites 11
Greetings fellow gardeners

I

t has been a busy week with lots
of watering and making sure all
of the seedlings are in the ground.
Every time I think I have finished
planting; I find one more. I have
started more marigolds to add to my
netted pots and have added some pots
directly into the garden to add interest.
While it is nice to take a break from
planting, the weeding chores have
increased. Burdock babies are showing
up everywhere along with the usual
culprits. Be very careful if you are
weeding near your new seedlings.
While we don’t want the weeds,
if the weed is close to your young
vegetables, they might disturb the area
and you will find that you are pulling
your vegetables along with the weeds.
Leave those weeds alone until your
vegetables become more established.
Water is the number one chore you
need to do each day in your garden.
If it has rained in the night, then
check the soil to be sure enough rain
has come down to water your plants.
Try to water close to the soil and pay
attention to your plants in pots.
If your lilac bushes have finished
blooming you can prune off the old
blooms and any spindly growth to a
stronger pair of buds. Mine is near
my vegetables so I had the benefit of
early pollinators and I saw a lot of
butterflies this spring.
Every day as I water, I am checking
for whatever might be eating my
garden. There are squirrels and
chipmunks digging in pots and around
the garden, all sorts of creatures are
laying eggs that turn into worms that
eat a variety of foliage. I pick off the
worms and keep a close eye out for
damage. So far, the rabbits have not
turned up, I can thank the fox for that,
and the groundhog seems to have
moved on. There have been a few
slugs and snails about but I have also
found toads so that is a good balance.
This week I have started my weekly
feedings of a weak solution of fish
emulsion fertilizer. As I do this each
Friday, I call it Friday Feedings.
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I suppose if I chose Mondays, I
could call it Monday Munchies. So
many possibilities. When it comes
to fertilizing you will find that less
is more. You want a good crop of
vegetables not just lots of leaves so be
careful of the nitrogen levels. As my
comfrey continues to grow, I will soon
pick the leaves to make comfrey tea.
You make comfrey tea with chopped
comfrey leaves that sit in a pot and
are covered with water. It needs to
sit at least 48 hours. This is a great
organic treat for my garden, but it does
have an odour that will curl your toes.
Sometimes I just chop the leaves and
spread them around to add nutrients.
Enjoy your week and now that we
can wander a bit more you may find
me in a nursery checking out the stock
and looking for interesting vegetables;
something fun and colourful.
Judith (email lapisdragonarts@
gmail.com)

Wild Parsnip

I

remember the first time I went
to the doctor with a weird rash
that would not go away. That was
my introduction to wild parsnip. At
the time they did not know what it
was, and many outdoor workers were
coming in with it, so it was named the
landscaper’s rash.
Wild parsnip is a biennial and
starts out with a low rosette of leaves
in its first year as the roots form and
in the second year it flowers with
yellow umbel flowers that look like
Queen Anne’s lace flowers. The plant
grows to over a meter
in height and the seeds
can spread easily. If the
sap from any part of the
plant gets on your skin
and the sun shines on it
then rashes will occur.
These rashes start out
looking like poison ivy,
but they do not dry up
like poison ivy. The
serum in the blisters
gets thicker and yellow
and when it finally
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passes a scar remains. Of course, some
people are immune to these plants just
as some are immune to poison ivy.
• The plant can form dense stands
that outcompete native plants,
reducing biodiversity.
• Stem, leaves, and flowers contain
chemicals that can increase skin
sensitivity to sunlight and cause severe
dermatitis.
• Wild parsnip reduces the quality
and saleability of agricultural forage
crops such as hay, oats, and alfalfa.
• Chemical compounds in the plant
are known to reduce weight gain and
fertility in livestock that eat it. https://
www.ontario.ca/page/wild-parsnip
You need to exercise caution when
dealing with wild parsnip. If you are
working on it try to do so on a cloudy
day. When you finish wash your hands
with sunlight soap as you do when
you are in contact with poison ivy.
I make sure to wash myself and my
clothes after dealing with it. Do not
let the wild parsnip in your area go
to flower. Cut all the flowers off then
try to destroy the plants themselves.
The city will not take wild parsnip in
the green bin and you do not want it
in your compost so put it in a garbage
bag to sit in the sun. Because I have an
organic garden, I do not use chemicals
to destroy the plant but if you have a
large infestation it is recommended
to call a professional to get rid of it.
Again, err on the side of caution with
this plant.
https://www.ontario.ca/page/wild-parsnip
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Greetings fellow gardener

I

t has been a busy week. I had
a visit from some lovely ladies
from the Ottawa Italian Week Festival
who interviewed me about vegetables.
I am so excited that there is so much
interest in growing food! At the time
it was cool and very windy while as
I write this it is 30 something and the
air is still and heavy. And so, between
wind and heat, watering is the most
important thing to be doing right now.
I like to wander around the garden
watering and checking bugs before
8am when it is cool. I am out there
anyway to let my chickens out and
they need water too.
Your beans and peas should be
starting to grow. You will notice that
they have curled stems or tendrils
and are looking to climb. Be sure to
steer them in the right direction. I
have peas that are starting to climb
old tomato cages and beans reaching
for the fence. My favourite tomato is
starting to show tiny yellow flowers. I
can hardly wait to taste that first warm
tomato. I am continuing to feed the
tomatoes along with my other plants
with a weak fish emulsion fertilizer
once a week. The zucchini is just
starting to form, and I am watching
diligently for the striped cucumber
beetles. So far, the chipmunks are
ignoring the zucchini plants, but I am
putting netting over them anyway.
The wavy tops of carrots should be
showing. Baby earwigs love these
vegetables so if nothing is up by now
you may want to reseed.
I have had several meals of lettuce
and have started some more seeds. I
like the pot I have hanging in a tree,
tasty and very pretty and out of the
full sun. This year I am finding that
my cucumbers are slow to grow. They
were not impressed with that cold
spell we had earlier. I am continuing
to check for pests and making sure
to fertilize. The eggplants on the
other hand are doing better than ever.
Usually the eggplants are spindly
and sad, but they really like the new
location. It is a good example of how

if something does not work one way,
try it another way!
This is the week to start my chive
vinegar. I love my chives. They come
back each year and add a zip of onion
flavour to salads and sandwiches.
Right now, my chives are blooming.
I will pick the round purple flowers
and put them in a jar of good white
wine vinegar. They will sit in there
for about 2 weeks then I will strain
the liquid and the lavender-coloured
vinegar which has an oniony taste will
be bottled and enjoyed.
Have a wonderful week and keep
on watering!
Judith (email: lapisdragonarts@
gmail.com)
P.S. One of our fellow gardeners
is recommending a show on Netflix
called ‘The Biggest Little Farm’. I am
going to check it out this weekend.

Plants from the Dark
Side

rotundifolia, a lovely native that is a
joy in your garden. Sadly, no.
General Description: Perennial,
reproducing by seed and by the
extremely persistent, widely
spreading, fleshy, whitish underground
rhizomes and thickened storage tubers.
Non-flowering plants are distinguished
by their many heart-shaped,
irregularly toothed leaves arising
from at or below the ground surface,
the whitish, fleshy, underground
rhizomes and tubers; flowering plants
have characteristic bell-shaped blue
flowers with a 5-pointed rim, and their
seedpods develop between corolla and
main stem. http://www.omafra.gov.
on.ca/english/crops/facts/ontweeds/
creeping_bellflower.htm
https://www.edmonton.ca/
programs_services/pests/creepingbellflower.aspx
Although it has a nice-looking
flower it becomes almost impossible to
remove over time. I continue to pull it
as I weed my front garden.
**

Creeping Bell Flower
(Campanula rapunculoides)

https://www.edmonton.ca/programs_services/pests/creeping-bellflower.aspx

W

hen I first moved to my
house, I discovered this
weed and I am still dealing with it
to this day. At first, I thought it was
pretty and it seemed easy to pull out of
areas where I didn’t want it but over
time it is showing up everywhere. It
crowds out perennials and it a master
of disguise. I had thought initially
that it was Harebells or Campanula
Landowner Voices - Sept/October 2020
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Sustainable:
The WAR on Free Enterprise,
Private Property and Individuals
by Tom DeWeese (Author)
Sustainable: The WAR on Free Enterprise, Private
Property and Individuals describes in detail the process
being used at every level of government to reorganize
our society under the excuse of environmental
protection.
Author Tom DeWeese pulls back the curtain to
reveal the policies and the powers behind them that
are systematically changing our culture and system of
government to impose a political agenda of top-down
control at every level.
He provides invaluable insight as to how
elected officials are pressured by an army of private
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organizations, planners and federal agencies, armed
with federal grants to impose specific regulations in the
name of Sustainable Development.
Sustainable serves as a hand book for property
rights activists to organize opposition. It provides vital
information to a news media that is basically clueless
to these policies, and it provides a blue print for fighting
back as it offers hope to those who are its victims. **

Believe it or Not

Rules for Backyard Playing
Greetings from my house to yours,

M

y eyes could not believe
what I was reading in
the news the other day. Did the City
of Ottawa really stop a family from
doing a small Shakespeare play called
“the Comedy of Errors’, on their
backyard deck in front of family and
friends? Did bylaw quote ‘zoning’ as
a reason? Yes, it did. The couple were
told that their property was zoned for
residential use which “does not permit
the activity of a theatre or a place of
assembly”, no matter how small it
seems. They were told that someone
had complained to the city about their
backyard play.
The Company of Adventurers as
they are called, is an Ottawa children’s
theatre group located in Old Ottawa
South who have been staging these
free shows in the same backyard
for 10 years. The young actors are
dedicated to performing the works of
Shakespeare and fostering an interest
in all aspects of the production of live
theatre.
According to the article, the
troupe of 13 students has been
rehearsing the play three times a
week since early July. They’ve been
practising their lines in a backyard
while wearing masks. The troupe is
directed by Paul Keen and his wife,
Cynthia Sugars, both university
English professors. They’ve staged
summertime Shakespeare productions
in their Glen Avenue yard for the past
10 years with the help of their three
children. The productions raise money
for charity and this year they chose the
Ottawa Food Bank.
Canceling the play was very
disappointing for the young actors
who had spent so much time and fun
on practising for the performance.
As soon as this story hit the news,
however, there was an immediate and
furious back-lash against the City of

by Marlene Black
Ottawa. Posters were also distributed
around the area to let people know
who to contact for help on this matter.
It wasn’t long before the Mayor, Jim
Watson was trying to find a workable
solution. The initial offer of another
venue in Windsor Park wasn’t
workable as the young actors use their
backyard deck as the ‘set’ and could
not build another one and move it in
the allotted time to the larger park.
Soon good news was around the
corner and a hasty compromise was
reached. The city of Ottawa decided
to allow the children to stage their
play, The Comedy of Errors, before
family members only on Sunday.
They are also not allowed to break the
‘noise bylaw’. This initial performance
was to be followed by their later
performance in September to a wider
audience. They have adapted the script
to address the current pandemic as
the town in the original Shakespeare
version had a lock down also on
its borders because of a trade war.
The actors all wear masks on stage,
and they have physical distancing
and hand washing and tickets were
reserved to limit the number to 20 for
those attending.
For now the show will go on, at
least for one performance. Time will
tell if the rules will loosen up to allow
them their final production.
These kind of examples of
overstepping bylaws is something
that the landowners see frequently.
Once again, its not whether you can
or cannot do something in the city
it’s whether your neighbour will
complain. Remember the rink that was
set up in a persons yard last winter
for neighbourhood children to enjoy
and then promptly dismantled when a
neighbour complained? Unfortunately,
its not the action that determines the
law, but whether or not your neighbour
will allow it or complain. If you have

a less tolerant neighbour, you are out
of luck. It seems that if bylaw doesn’t
hear from a disgruntled neighbour,
then you can do what you want.
I acknowledge that some
neighbours make it hard ‘not to
complain’ especially if they are
extremely noisy on a regular basis but
many of these situations, don’t fit that
scenario..
In rural Ontario, getting along
with your neighbours is often much
more than just a noise complaint.
Rural neighbours share common
infrastructures such as ditches,
fences, road right of ways, creeks and
larger water bodies and cooperation
is imperative. All of these shared
properties can sometimes cause
friction between people who can’t
figure out a mutual solution to a
problem. In the end if you can manage
to sit down together and figure it out
without calling in the government,
you’ll hopefully reach a more suitable
compromise, keep the red-tape
enforcers off your doorstep and save
yourself a lot of money.
**
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THE TAKING
Written by Charlie Smith, Massey, Ontario
I can remember as clear as a bell
What I always wanted to be
A father, a farmer, a good rifle shot –
And that’s what I got……. it is me.
I wanted a truck, and a tractor and land
I wanted some cattle to feed;
But I didn’t want trouble, or politics games –
I had little ambition or greed.
I was always a poet, my people before,
I wanted some learning to write;
And I wanted some grandkids, close to the end
To warm my name into the night.
I wanted to farm, and I wanted to hunt
I wanted some friends, and a drink;
I wanted tobacco, sugar and salt –
And what else? Just let me think…..
I wanted to be left alone on my land
In the place of my parents before.
I wanted my rights, God damn it, my rights
It was freedom that I wanted more.
The freedom to be what I wanted to be –
I wanted the world as my friend.
But the world’s turned against me, I cannot fight back
And you’re taking it all, in the end.
What did I ever do to you folks -That you hound me from pillar to post;
I never hurt anyone, I can recall,
But you’re taking the things I love most.
You are taking my life, one law at a time
You and your rules of today …..
There’s no Medicine Line, I can cross to escape
As you Legislate my life away.

26

Landowner Voices - Sept/October 2020

Deserted Island

								

S

ay that 100 people arrive on
a deserted island, each with
100 tokens which have no value and
are just a medium of exchange. One
year later, Tom has built a house at
a cost of 100 tokens. It is deemed
by a willing buyer to be worth 200
tokens. Tom’s wealth has increased
by 100 tokens and the island has
now increased its assets due to the
new house. There is no inflation or
deflation as the money supply is
the same as a year earlier but the
currency is more valuable. Compare
this to another scenario where Dick
has built a bridge to nowhere at the
cost of 100 tokens and he is broke
as his output has no value. In Dick’s
case, there has been no increase in
assets but rather his 100 tokens were
transferred to the suppliers of the
materials for his useless bridge.
The statisticians would mark
the GDP as 200, despite the fact
that Tom created wealth of 100 but
Dick did not. It is clear that GDP
does not show the wealth of the
economy properly when output
alone is measured. A better measure
of the economy would be to measure
output adjusted by the ‘cash return
on an investment capital’ (CROIC)
and this would be 100 from Tom’s
increased asset. Dick’s destruction of
100 would be his problem. There is
no inflation or deflation; just a better
living standard.
A central banker now arrives
and wants to stimulate economic
activity so he prints 10,000 tokens.
If he distributes the new tokens
equally to the islanders it would just
change prices. Tom’s house would
now sell for 400 tokens because
the number of tokens has doubled.
This is inflation, just as is the QE
printing by the FED. Inflation is not
rising prices per se, but only when

the rising price is the result of the
depreciating purchasing power of
the token, secondary to dilution.
To make matters worse, the banker
distributes the tokens to each person
on the basis of tangible assets; if
you had your wealth in tokens you
became poorer from dilution – the
rich get richer and the poor suffer.
This is what Bernanke did with
the QE. Those owning assets (e.g.,
stocks, farmland or gold) got richer
because the currency is diluted and
the working person still gets the
same wage as before the dilution.
The result is increased inequality.
The economy is not improved
and the unemployment remains
the same. He accepts statistical
legerdemain and says there is no
inflation. He uses the CPI as his
measure of inflation and ignores the
depreciating purchasing power of the
money to buy assets. The politician
uses CPI, a statistical abstraction,
to measure inflation. Legarde of the
IMF is compounding the problem by
saying there is a threat of deflation
if the printing is stopped, yet she
refuses to acknowledge the inflation
created by the central banks.
To further distort prices, a
commercial banker arrives. He gets
a bank charter and accepts deposits.
He also issues IOUs that equal a
token as a medium of exchange.
For each token on deposit, he lends
9 tokens and hence creates money
out of thin air. This is known as the
fractional reserve banking system
and always leads to booms and
busts. The politicians love it because
they spend more than they take in
from the taxes. This new money
allows them to continue buying
votes. The amount of money now
equals outstanding credit and we are
now at levels last seen in 1920 prior

by James Ainslie

to the depression (as a percentage
of GDP). The old concept of money
being divisible into M1 and M2 no
longer applies because credit can be
converted into available money with
a computer click. The only thing
changing on the island is the price of
assets. In 1980 in Japan, land prices
were so high that the total land value
of Japan had a notational value that
was three times the entire land in
America. A golf club membership
cost one million dollars. When that
Ponzi scheme came to an end and
the money printed stopped in 1990,
they called it deflation. In reality,
it was a return to correct pricing
as dictated by willing buyers and
sellers and a reduction in the dilution
of the currency. When a borrower
defaults the liquidation of this debt
reduces the money supply unless the
initial loan had come from savings.
The bubble created in 2007
is small compared to the present
bubble. It will be broken by social
unrest ( Black Lives Matter). The
millennials have a legitimate
complaint – they have no chance of
a better life by following the old
rule – work and save and you will be
better off. The price of houses, cars
and the S&P go up faster than the
interest they earn on savings.
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Land Registry
Offices Closing to
the Public
by Shirley Dolan

D

espite the title, this may
be a good news story. The
fact is that all 54 Land Registry
Offices (LRO)in Ontario are
closing their in-person counter
services to the public effective
Tuesday, October 13th, right after
the Thanksgiving long weekend.
The last day you can visit a Land
Registry Office in person is October
9th.
How will we be able to do
a title search now, you ask?
Here’s the good news: according
to the Ontario government, all
documents, including those
historical records that were stored
on microfilm, are available online.
The Ontario Landowners
Association recommends doing a
title search for your property back
to the Crown Patent, as well as
obtaining a registered copy of your
Patent. When the closure of the
LROs was announced, there was
concern that the old records might
not be available.
In fact, for those who use a
computer, and that’s most of us
today, it has never been easier to
look up the provenance of your
property from the Crown Grant
to the present. According to the
Ontario government, 99 percent of
all land registration records have
been digitized and are available
through Ontario’s OnLand system.
We have genealogy
associations such as APOLROD
(Association for the Preservation
of Ontario Land Registry Office
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Documents) to thank for their
advocacy “to preserve land
records over the past twenty years.
APOLROD was the organization
created to preserve the original
Land Abstract books from
destruction at the beginning of this
century”.
According to
wwwfamilysearch.org,” all
dealings with the land subsequent
to the Crown patent are recorded
in the Abstract Book in the order
of their registration. These books
contain a page for each piece of
property that had been surveyed.
As the property changed hands,
was mortgaged, had the mortgage
paid off, or was part of an estate
in a will, etc., it was recorded on
its own page in the order that the
events took place. Line after line
tells the story of the individual
piece of land. In order to get all
the details of the transactions one
must retrieve a deed or document
by noting the instrument number
shown beside the entry and
requesting the document. This
document can then be studied, and
the contents read. The full names
of all those with an interest in the
land, buyer and seller alike, as well
as the amount of the sale price and
any other stipulations are some
of the things shown on the actual
“Bargain and Sale” as well as other
pertinent information.” https://
www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/
Ontario_Land_Registry_Records_
and_Offices_(National_Institute)
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I spoke to an agent at the
Ottawa-Carleton LRO who
provided me with the link to the
digitized system and gave me
enough information to get me
started. Having done a title search
on my own property back to the
patent at the LRO many years ago,
I thought to myself “It can’t be that
easy”. Back then, I had to choose
and load microfilm reels, search
through them for what I wanted,
then print them. For the later
records, I had to consult a different
system. There was a fee of $10
plus the gas to get there and back
(60 KM one way) and parking.
What I discovered is that it
is that easy. The records can be
accessed from the comfort of my
own home and delivered to me by
email free of charge, at least those
in the Abstract Books.
You will need the name of
your Land Registration Office,
your Township and your Lot and
Concession Numbers. Here’s how
I found my records in the Abstract
Book
1. Type www.OnLand.ca into
your browser “enter search or
web address”.
2. Select from the LRO list drop
down box. This is the name of
the Land Registry Office where
records for your property are kept.
3. On the same page, select
Historical Books.

4. Select Browse all Books.
5. Select Browse Abstract/Parcel Register Book.
6. Select your Township from the Filter by
Township/Municipality menu.

needed to fully understand the system. I encourage
everyone to test the system and report problems
https://help.onland.ca/en/contact-us/.
A list of the available information can be found
here https://help.onland.ca/en/onland-phase2-is-here/.

7. The page displayed is a list of the Abstract
Books for your Township. Select your Concession
by clicking on View Details.
8. The book displayed is a digitized version of
information on all Lots in the Concession you
selected. The book is displayed sideways. Click
on the circular arrow (top left-hand side) to get it
to display right-side up. You can also display the
book in full screen and enlarge the image. Page
numbers are listed at the bottom of the image.
The Lots are listed starting at 1.
To jump ahead, enter a number in the Box beside
Previous. For example, if the book has 150
pages and you want to skip to the middle, type in
75 and press return. You can also page through
the book by clicking on the Previous and Next
buttons.

Getting a copy of the records for your Lot
To have pages from the book emailed to you, fill
in your information in the top right-hand corner.
1. Enter the first page in From and the last page
in To then click on Add Range.
2. If you need certified copies, click on Add
Certified Copy for $2.00.
3. Read the Terms of Service and click on the
box for I accept Terms of Service.
4. Click on Request Selected pages.
5. Provide your email address and the pages
will be emailed to you automatically by the system.
(At least, this is how it worked for me. I did not ask
for certified copies. There are likely extra steps to
submit payment if you choose certified copies.)
6. There is one last page that asks if you want
to download the receipt.

A word of caution: There is a lot more to
the system than I have described above. Looking
at the Abstract Books is simple and there is a lot of
information there. However, when I decided to take
it to the next level and look for more detail on the
transactions, I wasn’t so lucky. More research is
Landowner Voices - Sept/October 2020
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Thought of the Day

by Elizabeth Marshall

T

hroughout history the people
have had to turn to their
representatives to seek redress from
the actions of the King. Following
the restrictions on that Royal domain
came the actions of those less
honourable representatives - and
again the people had to turn to certain
individual representatives to seek
redress from the actions of those
unsavory officials.
Two such representatives come
to mind when dealing with less than
honourable members of parliament Charles Fox and William Pitt.
In light of how governments (all
governments) have been acting since
the Second World War I find William
Pitt expresses the reminder of which
all modern politicians seem to have
forgotten.
“When then, my Lords, are all
the generous efforts of our ancestors,
are all those glorious contentions,
by which they meant to secure
themselves, and to transmit to their
posterity, a known law, a certain rule
of living, reduced to this conclusion,
that instead of the arbitrary power of a
King, we must submit to the arbitrary
power of a House of Commons? If
this be true, what benefit do we derive
from the exchange? Tyranny, my
Lords, is detestable in every shape;
but in none is it so formidable as
where it is assumed and exercised
by a number of tyrants. But, my
Lords, this is not the fact, this is not
the constitution; we have a law of
Parliament, we have a code in which
every honest man may find it. We have
Magna Charta, we have the Statutebook, and we have the Bill of Rights...
It is to your ancestors, my Lords, it
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is to the English barons that we are
indebted for the laws and constitution
we possess. Their virtues were rude
and uncultivated, but they were great
and sincere...I think that history has
not done justice to their conduct, when
they obtained from their Sovereign
that great acknowledgment of national
rights contained in Magna Charta: they
did not confine it to themselves alone,
but delivered it as a common blessing

“Unlimited
power is apt
to corrupt the
minds of those
who possess it;
and this I know,
my Lords,
that where
law ends,
there tyranny
begins.”
to the whole people...A breach has
been made in the constitution—the
battlements are dismantled—the
citadel is open to the first invader—the
walls totter—the place is no longer
tenable.—What then remains for us
but to stand foremost in the breach,
to repair it, or to perish in it?...let us
consider which we ought to respect
most—the representative or the
collective body of the people. My
Lords, five hundred gentlemen are
not ten millions; and, if we must have
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a contention, let us take care to have
the English nation on our side. If this
question be given up, the freeholders
of England are reduced to a condition
baser than the peasantry of Poland...
Unlimited power is apt to corrupt the
minds of those who possess it; and
this I know, my Lords, that where law
ends, there tyranny begins.”
Speech in the House of Lords
on John Wilkes (9 January, 1770).
William Pitt, The Speeches of the
Right Honourable the Earl of Chatham
in the Houses of Lords and Commons:
With a Biographical Memoir and
Introductions and Explanatory Notes
to the Speeches (London: Aylott &
Jones, 1848), pp. 90-4.
Perhaps if our elected officials
were better read and if our educational
system taught our children about the
honourable people from our history,
we would have a far better society,
today. Instead of our leaders seem to
be displaying the elements, which, at
one time would have been considered
beneath them and/or criminal and
unconstitutional in nature.
Liz Marshall is the Director of
Research for the Ontario Landowner,
Author of ‘PropertyRights 101’
and Legislative Researcher

The Geezer’s
Corner

Covid 19

What the world economy has given to you
As you huddle alone sipping a brew
Watching the news about a pandemic severe
That is wreaking havoc to folks far and near
You shudder and squirm at the stats on the screen
Hoping to avoid a virus so mean
All over the world people are shaken
Living in fear as good folk are taken
When did it start you are asking yourself
While grabbing your iPad off of the shelf
Where did it start you question aloud
Away off in China an expert avowed
It started in China back in the fall
The communist government then dropped the ball
They should have warned us quickly of danger ahead
That precautions be taken but nothing was said
People kept flying from the south to the north
Innocently carrying the bug back and forth
When the world did awaken and stare in alarm
The bug had a foothold and was doing some harm
The people of China are good folks I’m sure
But the tyrants that lead them are really quite poor
Dale Dawson
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Report from Jeff Bogaerts,
President of the Ontario
Landowners Association

Carleton Landowners Picnic
n August 22, the CLA had a picnic on Private Land
along the Rideau River. The food was great, the
people were great, the conversation was great, the weather
was great. We need to do more of these get togethers and
celebrate. We can not let the current COVID-19 issue
interfere with our lives.
While at the picnic I had the opportunity to speak to the
hosting landowners about their issue with Rideau Valley CA.
There is a major story to be told and it will make great copy.
I look forward to assisting them.

O

Oshawa Landowners Along Lake Ontario Shoreline Make
Headway for Erosion Repair
Sylvia Rhodes is the primary driver for this problem.
She was directed to the OLA for assistance. Gord Robinson
from Durham Landowners and I have been assisting where
we can with case law, OLA documents, direction of whom
to call, the Acts involved, Conservation Authority, Public
Lands Act, Planning Act, Municipal Act etc. Informing
landowners to get everything in writing. Investigate the
jurisdiction of each government agency, get it in writing that
they have no jurisdiction or what jurisdiction do they have,
and permits required.
Sylvia has joined the OLA. There are 30 plus residents
facing similar erosion issues. I hope to see them at the AGM.
Some permits have been issued and more required. We will
continue to follow and assist. I had an excellent conversation
with Sylvia this week.
North Dundas Township
The landowner issue in North Dundas Township of the
county of Stormont, Dundas and Glengarry in terms of the
building code order to comply has been completed. The next
step is modifying the by-law to allow livestock on 2 acres of
land or more. It is currently a 5-acre minimum requirement.
Christina Suffel, the landowner, is preparing to modify the
by-law. We will assist where we can. Tim and Diane Mount
from Carleton LA and I assisted with phone calls, emails,
and onsite support. This was boots on the ground success.
Christina has been encouraged to run for council at the next
election.
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Wellers Bay – Quinte CA – Lake Ontario - Erosion
This case began 3 years ago and is now in “Leave to
Appeal” to the Ontario Court of Appeal. I was not involved
in the original case. The landowner was self-represented.
They lost the case and I was asked to assist in the appeal. The
appeal was lost, and an Application for “Leave to Appeal” is
before the Ontario Court of Appeal.
The charges were not under the Conservation Authority
but under the Public Lands Act for dredging and filling. The
Quinte CA issued permits for shoreline work but MNRF
stepped in, took control, and laid charges. There are major
issues here with Coastal Engineering standards. The MNRF
wants the shoreline on Lake Ontario to be remediated with
grasses and bushes and not armour stone.
This will be a significant case if we can move forward to
set standards for shoreline erosion control using International
Coastal Engineering Standards. I am working with the
landowner to obtain these standards. There is a letter from
a Queens University Engineering Professor that states the
MNRF biologist plan for grass and bushes will not work and
is supporting the use of stronger material such as rock rather
than grass to stop ice grinding.
Update:
On September 16, the application for Leave to Appeal
will be heard at the Ontario Court of Appeal. The property
owner is fighting the MNRF, Public Lands Act, and the Quinte
CA. The issue is jurisdiction of Shore Land, Shoreline, High
Water Mark, Low Water Mark, and Seasonally Inundated
Land. I take the position that Seasonally Inundated Land and
High-Water Mark to be the same. You can call a skunk by
any name. It does not change the smell.
The issue of erosion control in Ontario for all waterfront
property, regardless of pond, creek, river, or lake is a problem.
We must set standards and we recommend an International
Standard for Coastal Engineering for Ontario.
Two organizations that come to mind are the US Army
Corp of Engineers fixing the levees in New Orleans and
Holland. We do not need to re-invent anything.
The MNRF has ignored the Supreme Court of Canada
and the Ontario Court of Appeal rulings in supporting the
Low Water Mark as the boundary line for a waterfront
landowner. The court rulings go back as far as the 1850’s.
Another example of government ignoring the law and the
courts. More land control and power for the province.

GRCA – Grand River CA
There is one landowner and one contractor involved.
The trial started with a three-day trial in October 2019
with no representation of either party. The trial resumed in
February 2020 and I was retained by one of the parties to
finish it. Trial submissions were sent in by email and the
decision will be heard sometime in September.
This case also includes two injunctions in Superior court,
one from the GRCA and one from Amaranth Township. The
ruling came down in Superior court not in favour of the
landowner. The costs and fees are north of $15,000 and to be
finalized. There may or may not be an appeal. No decision
made at this time.
The Drainage Act is involved in this case. Municipal
drain #48, built in 1910 has not been maintained properly.
This is the responsibility of the Township of Amaranth.
The banks have collapsed in places, excessive vegetation,
footbridges built causing backup, beaver dams etc. The
blockage of water has not allowed the lands to drain properly
creating an artificial wetland. We will pursue the Drainage
Act with Amaranth Township.
Update:
We have a court date for September 23 in Orangeville
for the trial decision. Grand River CA charged the 72-yearold landowner with interfering with a wetland. She is trying
to fix the foundation. The house was built in 2004-5. The
backfill around the foundation was peat and not proper
drainage material. This goes back to the CBO not inspecting
the backfill before covering the footings. The GRCA only
gave her a 3-metre buffer area to bring in machinery to fix
the foundation. The grading needs fixing as well. These CA’s
will never stop. The CA Act needs to be thrown out and start
over again or, the following line added to the current Act.
“The CA has jurisdiction within the watershed, EXCEPT
for Private Property”, problem solved. The Drainage Act is
involved in this case. Municipal drain #48, built in 1910 has
not been maintained properly. We will pursue the Drainage
Act with Amaranth Township.
Other
The GRCA has money problems. They have laid off 75
employees and are looking at a deficit of $4 - $5 million. The
link below is the news article in detail.
https://www.orangeville.com/news-story/9987505-grandriver-conservation-authority-criticized-for-worker-layoffsestimating-4-to-5m-loss-due-to-coronavirus/
MVCA – Mississippi Valley CA
I received a call from a local farmer about his land along
highway 7 West of Carleton Place. The MVCA has designated
approx. 10 acres as wetland. No notification to the landowner. He
was not aware of it until be began to make inquires into selling his
land. The realtor made him aware. I gave him the standard advice,
join the OLA, get a sign, Crown Patent, contact the Municipality,
determine if there are any drains, get historical maps etc. There
is also development that has occurred in a small sub-division. He
claims that water is dumping onto his land.

Update:
This continues to be an issue. The municipality is failing
to respond accordingly under the Drainage and Municipal
Act. I have supplied documents and direction. The case
continues.
LTCA – Lower Trent CA
A farmer in the Trenton area has been charged by the CA.
No court appearance due to COVID-19. Waiting for a court
date. I am following this case.
Update:
No change, courts are closed.
Conservation Authorities
A few weeks a go I sent out letters of correspondence I
had with Minister Yurek to the OLA Directors. We received
a copy of his letter responding to my letter of this past April,
of which I sent a copy to the Directors. I am contemplating
a response.
The COVID-19 issue will affect the 2020 harvest. How
much, we will know this Fall. Regardless, I am still pursuing
the interference of CA’s in the Agriculture industry in
Ontario. It is wrong on every level for them to stick their
nose in where they are not trained and have no business
in farm practice. It is beyond my comprehension that they
believe they have jurisdiction on farmland.
Municipal By-laws are on the same level as the CA’s.
Municipalities need to mind their own business.
Tweed Township – Hastings County
Small Claims court action by a landowner against the
Municipality to recover funds. The Municipality designated
90 some acres of the farm as EP (environmentally protected)
without having done any science review of the property. The
landowner brought in their own science people and were
able to determine that it was not EP and the designation was
removed. The landowner now wants to be reimbursed for his
costs to do what the Municipality should have done.
Update: Waiting for a court date.
Tay Valley Township – Lanark County
A landowner is having issues with the township and
the Drainage Act involving three drains. This has been
an ongoing issue that will either end up in Small Claims,
the drainage referee or both. We are gathering historical
information and mapping going back to the 1970’s.
Update:
We are looking at an interference by the municipality
because of a previous Superior court order. This case is
becoming complex but not complicated. It will be interesting.
Lanark Highlands – Lanark County
I was contacted by landowners in Lanark Highlands
Township about a major change to their firehalls. A Fire
Service Master Plan was being tabled on August 25 for final
reading and the passing of the By-law to implement the plan
by Council. However, some residents were just beginning to
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find out about the issues, the millions of dollars over the next
30 years and the potential for increased fires response. Other
issues of increased house insurance and decreased property
values because of this change are still being reviewed.
I wrote a letter to the Township asking for an adjournment
of the by-law to allow more time to review. However, the bylaw was passed anyway. Now the fight begins with Council.
Not all Council members voted for the plan, but enough
hands were raised to get it passed. This issue is not over.
I have attached my letter. Below is a link to a news article.
https://www.insideottawavalley.com/news-story/10148072new-plan-for-lanark-highlands-fire-services-seespotential-amalgamation-of-stations/
Trudeau OIC (order in council) Gun Ban Judicial Review.
Stefanos Karatopis and Arkadi Bouchelev
I had a tele-call with Stef and Arkadi several months
ago. We discussed the direction that Arkadi has decided to
go in to challenge the Order-in-Council by Prime Minister
Trudeau in banning hunting rifles and shotguns. It will not be
a charter challenge, rather it is a Judicial review in Federal
Court. The review will be of the authority of the PM to issue
the OIC banning guns that in the Criminal Code are lawful.
The PM has overstepped his boundary of authority to issue
an OIC of this nature.
I agree with the Judicial review as opposed to a Charter
challenge. A Go Fund Me will be started. The OLA is
not being asked to donate money. We are being asked to
participate in terms of being the face of the Go Fund Me and
assist in the marketing of the Judicial Review. To support
and promote the review.
Update: AUGUST 26, 2020 by Stefanos Karatopis,
Organizer (OLA Governor)
Hello everyone,
This is an update on the status of this case provided to
the OLA by the Applicants’ lawyer, Arkadi Bouchelev. There
are now six Federal Court proceedings seeking to overturn
the Order in Council. They are all being case-managed as
one proceeding and will likely be heard at the same time.
Given the number of parties involved and the sheer amount
of witnesses that will be testifying, this has become an
incredibly complex proceeding, both in terms of the legal
issues that will have to be addressed before the Court and
the procedural steps that will have to be completed before
the application is ultimately heard. These steps include
preparing and filing affidavit evidence, obtaining proper
disclosure from the Crown, cross-examination of witnesses
and various procedural motions.
It is currently unknown when the application will
actually be heard by the Court. It is unlikely to happen until
the latter part of 2021, at the earliest. Regardless of the
outcome of the case, there will likely be an appeal to the
Federal Court of Appeal and eventually perhaps even to the
Supreme Court of Canada. Those appeals could take years to
make their way through the Court system.
For the above reasons, the applicants have decided to
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apply the Federal Court for an interim injunction that would
allow owners of firearms affected by the Order in Council
to continue enjoying their private property while this case is
being litigated. As it stands now, the owners of such firearms
may only keep them at home under lock and key and cannot
use them for hunting and target shooting. The applicants feel
that this is neither reasonable nor fair. The hearing date for
the injunction has been fixed for January 18, 2021.
The injunction application is a significant and expensive
undertaking in its own right, and will require a separate
set of affidavits, cross-examinations and legal memoranda.
The Applicants, all of whom are private citizens and are
not backed by any corporate or institutional interests, are
counting on continued financial support from the firearms
community. The Applicants are asking for an injunction that
would affect ALL owners of the newly-prohibited firearms
and not just the Applicants personally.
The GoFundMe is at $18,241.00. Please share this link.
h t t p s : / / w w w. g o f u n d m e . c o m / f / g u n - b a n - c o u r t challenge-judicial-review?utm_medium=email&utm_
source=product&utm_campaign=p_email%2B4803donation-alert-v5&fbclid=IwAR0jZ-484p2HyzysyK9P4z6
XvH90t21VH5A9vQIsGPw8I6hFbVkHldV95LI

The Contrarian

The New Wampum
by Mel Fisher

A

page from Willie Brant’s
diary -- Been raining most
of the time for a week, getting a bit
tired of not being able to do any
outside work. Might have to wash
my kitchen floor for something to
do if things don’t change soon. I
think I washed it last winter some
time, so it is probably overdue.
Looking out the window at the
mud, and here comes Joe up the
driveway, must have been in town.
“Come in, come in”, says I,
“You are just in time for a game
of crib, and I might have a glass
of wine around here somewhere to
warm you up”
“OK, shuffle them up” says Joe
as he peels off his old jacket. After
a couple of games, and a couple of
glasses, Joe says “did you see, the
price of that Bitcoin thing just set
another new record. Too bad we
didn’t buy into it.” I shuffled the
deck a few times, then said “I must
say, I do not understand Bitcoin at
all, so I would never invest in it.
Seems some nerd sits there playing
with his computer for hours or
days, and it hits a jackpot, and
makes a ‘Bitcoin’. But what is it,
seems like nothing you can see or
feel.”
“Can’t say I really understand it
either” from Joe, “seems like they
get some kind of unique algorithm,
whatever that is, and people pay
money for it. Takes a lot of work,
and some luck, so it has some
intrinsic value, sort of like gold, it
takes a lot of luck and work to find
that too”.
After another game, skunked

him this time, I come up with “OK,
gold I get, you can see it and feel it
and it is rare and you can’t just go
out and make it, like printing paper
money f’rinstance. So if I have
something to sell, I can trade it for
some gold, and if I have something
to buy, I can pay for it with gold.
Paper money used to say ‘this
piece of paper can be traded for
gold at $20 per ounce’, so you
knew how much it was worth.
Now it’s more like ‘this paper
money can be traded for work at
say $15 per hour, or gasoline for a
dollar or two per liter, and so on’.
So we can see some value built in
there. But where is the value built
into bitcoin?”
Joe took a while to get back,
and then repeated himself “Well,
it takes a lot of time with an
expensive machine and some luck
to come up with a bitcoin, so it has
value that way”
I thought some more, then
came up with “OK, when the white
guys came, there was a band who

made belts out of the mother of
pearl in a clamshell, carved into
nice little beads and strung on a
string, they called it ‘wampum’
and they used it like money. It has
value, takes a lot of skilled work to
make it, and mother of pearl isn’t
real easy to find. Just like gold,
and better than bitcoin, you could
see it and feel it. But the white
guys just laughed at the idea of
using it as money. So why don’t
we laugh at the idea of bitcoin as
money?”
That stumped Joe for a while,
then he came up with “maybe you
are onto something there, maybe
bitcoin is just like wampum, and
when the educated city folk figure
that out it will go to zero. Don’t
think we better buy any of it.”
“Bingo!” from me. “It’s your deal
”.
**
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Covid-19 Government
Overreach

D

oes it seem strange to anyone that while the
Covid-19 outbreak was at its worst in April/
May of this year there were very few requirements for
wearing masks and social distancing, but now, when
the outbreak has more or less died away, we have
politicians and bureaucrats demanding all kinds of
mandatory mask and social distancing regulations?
The Ontario Government makes a great fuss of the
number of new cases every day, but what it rarely if
ever tells you are the number of cases that require
hospitalization and/or result in death. For your
information, here are the daily Covid-19 deaths in
Canada as a whole, up to Aug 10.

As you can see, the epidemic is just gradually fading
away. Yet it is at precisely this time that government
regulations are ramping up into mandatory mask
wearing, avoiding each other as if we were all lepers,
and generally making a great fuss.
Aha, say the bureaucrats (and most of the media), but
if you are infected you could pass it on to other people.
So what? The vast majority of people who contract the
virus have little or no symptoms. The only cause for
concern is with the elderly (over-70s) and people with
compromised immune systems.
When someone is infected with the Covid-19 virus,
in 99.9% of the cases they will recover, and in 98%
of the cases they will show little or no symptoms.
However, having recovered, they will then be immune,
at least for the time being. Covid-19 is quite infectious
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by Roger Graves

(it tends to be spread by respiratory droplets), so one
infected person can potentially spread the disease
to several others. But if the majority of those others
have already had the disease, they aren’t going to
get it again, so it will spread much less quickly, until
eventually it won’t spread at all because the chance of
meeting someone who hasn’t already had it is too low.
This is what is called herd immunity – the disease just
sputters out because it can’t easily get passed on, like a
fire that dies for want of fuel to burn. According to the
graph above, we seem to be reaching herd immunity in
Canada.
Countries such as Sweden have already reached
herd immunity because they never had
any lockdown or social distancing or mask
wearing requirements. Yes, they had some
deaths, but a lot fewer than many other
countries. But Sweden appears to have
achieved a more or less permanent immunity
without any of the disastrous economic
effects caused by lockdown. Business went
on in Sweden as if there was no Covid-19.
In contrast, New Zealand, and PEI here in
Canada, have dealt with the virus by sealing
their borders. So far they have had very few
cases, but sooner or later they will have to
open their borders again – you can’t stay
sealed away from the rest of the world for
ever – and then quite likely they are going
to have to go through the infection cycle that
the rest of the world has experienced. Perhaps they
are hoping that a vaccine will come along before they
unseal themselves, but if it takes a year or two for this
to happen, their economies are going to be devastated
in the intervening period.
The Ontario government is making an enormous fuss
about opening schools. They should never have been
closed in the first place. Multiple studies from across the
world have found consistently that children have a lower
risk of contracting the virus than do adults, and many
nations that have not closed down their schools have
found no evidence that children readily spread the virus
to each other. Moreover, even when they do contract
the virus they have an even lower risk of developing
severe symptoms which require hospitalization.
(According to the U.S. Center for Disease Control and

Prevention, only 2% of confirmed
cases are among those under 18
years of age, and deaths from the
disease in this age group are so rare
as to be almost non-existent.) And
yet because of governmental panic
about a largely non-existent threat,
our children have lost half a year of
school.
Covid-19 is a disease which
mainly affects the elderly and
those with compromised immune
systems, such as those recovering
from leukemia. The sensible thing
for any community to do is to put
all your efforts into protecting these
people, and allow the rest of us to
contract the virus and achieve herd
immunity. That way we would
have allowed the disease to die
out naturally and have avoided the
massive hit which our economy has
taken as a result of the lockdown.
Instead, we allowed our politicians
to panic us and make us shoot
ourselves in the foot, so to speak.

There are far worse diseases than
Covid-19. In Canada there were
287,000 deaths from all causes
in 2019. The leading causes were
cancer (79,000), heart disease
(51,000), strokes and related
diseases (13,500) and accidents
(12,500). According to the Public
Health Agency of Canada, seasonal
flu, which is an infectious disease,
causes between 500 and 1500
deaths per year. However, if we
add in the deaths from pneumonia,
which is a common complication
of flu, the death rate rises to more
than 8000 per year. At the time of
writing (Aug 10) there have been
8992 Covid-19 deaths in Canada,
which is little more than the annual
flu/pneumonia deaths. Yet we don’t
shut the entire country down to
protect ourselves from seasonal flu,
or from any other disease.
Of course, a fairly predictable
phenomenon has sprung up of using
masks for virtue signalling. If you

go into any public indoor place
without a mask on, other people are
likely to yell at you. While this may
be partly due to their misguided
fears, I can’t help thinking that a
lot of people are just proclaiming
their virtue to the world, at the top
of their lungs: “I’m wearing a mask
and you aren’t. I’m virtuous, you’re
not!”
It seems sometimes as if our
governments are virtue signalling
as well. Aren’t you lucky, they
seem to say, to have politicians like
us to look after you! Perhaps we
should remember H.L.Mencken’s
words: “The whole aim of practical
politics is to keep the populace
alarmed (and hence clamorous to be
led to safety) by menacing it with
an endless series of hobgoblins, all
of them imaginary”.
**
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The Great Reveal
W

by Donna Burns

e The Ontario Landowners Association from their nutrition to be replaced with plant-based proteins.
have tried for years now to educate property This made no sense…but the pieces of the puzzle started
owners on what they should be aware of with respect to to come together when we learned the World Wildlife Fund
the restrictions and regulations being enforced upon them were making claims claiming that the domesticated farm
unlawfully ….against what is written within our legislation. animals are taking away food from the wildlife, while at the
We have attempted to explained about the UN Agenda 21 same time this same organization is hob-knobbing with large
for Sustainable Development that was created in 1992 and farm organizations offering to “work” with them in the beef
later expanded that was expanded to the UN Agenda 2030 cattle industry. Really? With the Health Officials have all
whereby Canada (among several other countries) signed domestic meats, poultry and dairy products removed from
agreements, as member states of with the United Nations to the Canada Food Guide, does nobody in government realize
begin the enforcement of these Agendas. Agenda 21 was this is an attempt to shut down the Animal Agriculture
the introduction of the “Sustainable Development” plan Farming Industry – an industry owned and operated by
… a plan that soon revealed to us the intent to eventually many private property owners. Gerald Butts – a personal
take remove ownership of private
friend and top adviser for Justin Trudeau,
property from the people through the We saw waterfront was also the former head of the World
enforcement of regulating and restricting
Fund. Can you connect the dots?
properties being Wildlife
the control of land use by private property
…..their attempt to lobby government and
flooded out while shut down the animal agriculture farming
owners. Many people have accused us
of being conspiracy theorists….thinking under the provincial industry!
to themselves that this no one would
Just in the past recent weeks, we
control of dams
believe that our government would not
learn that PM Trudeau wants to focus on
throw their own people us under the bus
bringing forth regulations to “protect the
in 1-100 year
and remove from them their ability to
through their Green New
flood plains. We Environment”
individually grow and prosper in the care
Deal – a plan (under the umbrella of
saw conservation Sustainable Development from the UN
and development of their private land and
property.
Agenda 21). This was former Secretary
authorities overWith this new crisis, there have
General of United Nations, Maurice
stepping their
been many who have questioned the
Strong’s idea. He was also the former
legitimacy of this “Pandemic” and all the
Chairman of Ontario Hydro that very same
mandate and
new regulations and restrictions that have
in 1992. This was the same man who
authority to restrict year
been introduced under the Emergency
said “air conditioning was not sustainable”,
people from
Measures Act that removes our FREE
“grazing of animals in field pastures was
CHOICE to do as we used to do . I operating or building not sustainable”, “golf courses were not
think all of you will agree that the FEAR
sustainable” and so. It all fits in nicely
on their private
imposed upon us through the media has
with the “Green New Deal”.
been very effective.
FEAR is written
The news recently reported a
properties.
over everyone’s faces…..you can tell my
conflict between PM Conflict between
looking at all those who are wearing the masks. FEAR, as Justin Trudeau and Bill Morneau (Finance Minister) wherein
we have witnessed, is a very effective tool for CONTROL Trudeau wanted to spend $$$ and push hard for the Green
of the people.
New Deal (regulations for Sustainable Development – UN
Prior to the release of this Pandemic, we had was Agenda 21 using the Environment umbrella); and Morneau
the “Environmental Crisis” where we saw municipal wants to put more $$$ into fixing the economy as a result
Official Plans unlawfully imposing designations on our of the pandemic. All this comes out at the same time as
private properties that not only restricted our use of same the WE scandal investigations that involved both the Prime
our properties, but also decreased their value. We saw Minister and the Finance Minister. Isn’t it interesting that
waterfront properties being flooded out while under the one (Morneau) resigns and the other (Trudeau) prorogues
provincial control of dams in 1-100 year flood plains. We parliament to stop any further investigations on this scandal.
saw conservation authorities over-stepping their mandate It would seem, proroguing parliament also frees up more
and authority to restrict people from operating or building time for the Prime Minister to quickly put together more
on their private properties. In January 2019, we saw the Environmental regulations under the Green New Deal
Canada Food Guide remove meat, poultry & dairy products umbrella that will do even more harm to our economy….

38

Landowner Voices - Sept/October 2020

especially in the rural areas. I expect we will see BIG
CHANGES coming very soon. Once again, the fix is in and
it appears Trudeau will get his way. Morneau resigns and
Trudeau prorogues parliament. It would seem this gives him
clear sailing without any interference from his recent WE
scandal to move forward with his agenda. My guess is we will
see BIG CHANGES coming into effect very soon regarding
NEW environmental regulations that will do even more
harm to the economy…especially in the rural areas. This
is the “GREAT RESET” as referred to by others, I believe,
that is planned for Canada. It is the GREAT REVEAL of the
real meaning for Sustainable Development that has been in
the works since 1992 using the FEAR of climate change to
introduce a New World Order of government control worldwide. The States are going through the exact same thing
where the Democrats (Liberals) are really pushing for the
“Green New Deal” …….just as Tom DeWeese had explained
at our AGM in October 2019. Some of you will recall him
telling us that in some states (Oregon, I think) where they
were bulldozing down the single residential homes in the
suburbs to be replaced with “affordable housing projects” –
apartments with each unit approximately 300 sq. feet.
We have heard claims made through the Part of the
Black Lives Matter & Antifa movement claims oganizations
that everyone should be treated equally -- “it wasn’t fair
that some people owned a single home, while and others
didn’t?” – is that why we see on the news the burning and
destruction of private property by radicals. Coincidentally,
one of the 17 Goals in the UN Agenda 2030 is “there will be
no more poverty” – we hear there must be a “redistribution
of wealth”. Our children have been indoctrinated through
our education system where they have learned to accept they
don’t have to study hard as others ….because everybody
passes their grade – being treated “equal”. A great incentive
to want to do better, isn’t it?to believe that you don’t have to
work hard to get ahead – you’re going to get the same as the
other person that does work hard ….. everybody is treated
the same.
The “Green New Deal”, our Green Energy Act are
both stemmed out of the UN Agendas 21 and 2030. All the
destruction and chaos with riots, etc. that are happening
in the States with Black Lives Matters and Antifa, etc. are
part of the Democratic plan to get Trump removed from
Office because he “opened up the economy” for the States
and INCREASED small private business operations which
ultimately INCREASED the employment in record numbers
and DECREASED dependency on social welfare. This
works was totally AGAINST the Democrats plan for the
“Green New Deal”. If Trump gets back in this November, he
will continue on the path that he started …”Make America
Great Again”. It’s all about Private-Public Partnerships –
the 3 P’s….as Tom DeWeese explained where big business
industry partner with government for total CONTROL on
the economy and how the people shall live.
You see, in my opinion, this is all about allowing ONLY
certain Elites in big business chains, etc. to become more
wealthy, while the small independent and private businesses

are forced to shut down. We have attempted to show where
As we tried to explain as well, the proposed Climate Change
policies being developed here were are going to hurt our rural
living, our farming industry, our oil & gas industry and so
on. There have been many different organizations and people
who have researched sufficient information to come to the
same conclusion. I would like to share with you what Glenn
Beck explains and how he, in his video link below, connects
some of the dots: this a lot better in this video connecting
some of the dots: https://www.facebook.com/GlennBeck/
videos/3214454701979941 (12 minutes)
Also of interest, is the video he refers showing highlights
of Event 201.: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AoLwQ8X174&t=330s (11 minutes)
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An Introduction to the Ontario Landowners Association (OLA)
Who are the Ontario Landowners and where did we
come from?

Well, to understand how this movement got started, we
would have to say that if government and their agencies had
been doing their job of helping people solve their problems,
supporting and encouraging new building and local businesses,
and serving the public as they are paid to do, then the landowner
movement would have died on the drawing board.
Unfortunately, this is not the case and because of this
failure at all levels of government, the landowner movement is
growing across Ontario. Our early start was in 2003 in Lanark,
when disgruntled landowners received no assistance from
authorities when deer destroyed their crops. Their frustration
spread across the province and resulted in new landowner
groups forming, all fighting similar issues, all suffering
under the increasingly heavy weight of oppressive rules and
regulations, fines and court challenges and all ready to say,
“enough is enough”. We hope that you will join this chorus for
change with the goal of encouraging a more compassionate
and caring government that returns to its mandate of “serving
the public”.
The Ontario Landowners Association, which formed
in 2005, has chapters across the province, each with its own
President, Vice-President, treasurer and secretary as well as
many volunteers and supporters. Flexibility is a necessary
quality in these people because most of us have other jobs,
many are farmers, and all of us have busy family lives.
Because we are volunteers, we all do what we can, when we
can. The Ontario Landowners Association has a President,
two co-vice-presidents, and four governors, who keep in touch
with monthly conference calls and meetings. The OLA Annual
General Meeting is a public meeting and open to all who are
concerned with private property rights. The AGM is held in
a central location each Fall and often involves an overnight
stay for those who have travelled some distance. Each Spring,
there is a Directors’ Meeting, an opportunity for the chapter
representatives to meet face-to-face with the OLA Executive
to discuss local issues and share experiences. Each county
group sends a delegate to these meetings to represent the local
landowners.
Our focus comes from property owners and their stories
of injustices. For example, Conservation Authorities have
assumed too much power over private land. We are working on
taking back what is ours. The Ministry of Natural Resources is
another body that likes to assume power over private property,
and we are trying to assist landowners who have been charged
for doing what they should be doing on their land such as
cleaning ditches or improving the landscape. Municipalities
across the province have forgotten the rights that were granted
to the citizens of this province: the right to life, liberty and use
and enjoyment of property. They have assumed power they
don’t have and seem bent on discouraging landowners from
obtaining building permits or doing work on their property.
Hefty fines, unreasonable demands and an unwillingness
to work with the property owner for a mutually beneficial
outcome, has soured many citizens. As the Midland Free Press
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noted in its May 2000 article regarding the Roundtree and
Tiny Township court battle over beach usage “If you don’t
own it, you cannot plan for it”.
We encourage you to follow us along the path to
regaining the freedom we once had and in doing so, to honour
the fallen soldiers who died in battlefields far away and the
early pioneers that built this land, so that Canada would remain
strong and free. Let us not forget that.

How to keep in touch
The OLA has a website www.ontariolandowners.ca and
a Facebook page. Look for Ontario Landowners Association
on Facebook. On our website, you can signup for our FREE
monthly E-Newsletter which is delivered to your inbox on the
first of each month. We also have a FREE online magazine
called Landowner Voices. Published every two months, LV
can be read, downloaded, and printed from our website.
We encourage you to buy an annual membership for $60.
You can sign up online at https://ontariolandowners.ca/product/
ola-yearly-membership/ or use the downloadable mail in form
https://ontariolandowners.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/
OLA-Membership-Application-06202019-2.pdf.
You can also join by contacting your local OLA chapter
https://ontariolandowners.ca/ontario-landowners-associationola-chapters/.
Here’s how it works: $25 of the membership fee stays
with the OLA (our head office), $25 goes to the chapter, and the
remaining $10 is put into our litigation fund www.fixthelaw.
ca. The litigation fund is used to support court challenges that
could help improve private property rights.
The Carleton Landowners Association has monthly
board meetings. Everyone with an interest in private property
rights is welcome. We also host Public Meetings on specific
topics of interest to our member and the public. Membership
fees are used to rent meeting spaces, host our website, mailouts
to members.
The OLA uses the membership fees to host their website
and to cover expenses for their AGM and Spring Directors’
Meeting. Our last AGM was held in October 2019 in Arnprior,
Ontario with guest speaker Tom DeWeese from the American
Policy Centre. More than 80 people attended. The Carleton
Landowners Association shared costs of the meeting with the
OLA and the Renfrew Landowners Association.
Elizabeth Marshall, our Director of Research has
written many reports on Conservation Authorities, Municipal
planning and by-laws, Crown Land Patents. The reports are
free for download on our website at https://ontariolandowners.
ca/ontario-landowners-association-ola-chapters/.
We are all volunteers. We do this because we believe in
private property rights and want to share what we know about
your rights with you!
						
**
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